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GEORGE C. PASSMORE, a successful farmer and representative citizen of Penn township, where he 
owns 305 acres of excellent land, which lies two and one-fourth miles southeast of Grampian, Pa., 
was born in the Bailey settlement, in Pike township, Clearfield county, August 11, 1830, and is a son 
of Ganer (Gainer) and Mary Elizabeth (McCracken) Passmore. 
 
Ganer (Gainer) Passmore was born on the same farm in Pike township which was the birthplace of 
his son, his father, Abraham Passmore, having been a pioneer settler there.  Ganer (Gainer) 
Passmore married Mary Elizabeth McCracken and they continued to live on the old Passmore 
homestead.  They were members of the Methodist Episcopal church.  They had five children, 
namely:  Joseph and Hiram, both of whom are deceased; Eli; Henrietta, who lives near Madera, Pa.; 
and George C., of Penn township. 
 
George C. Passmore attended school in his youth in Penn, Pike and Ferguson townships, and went to 
work at lumbering for some years trying his strength in making lumber and his skill in rafting it 
down the river.  For a short time following his marriage he lived in Bell  township and then settled 
on his present farm in Penn township, where he carries on farming and stock raising. 
 
In 1850 Mr. Passmore was married to Miss Elizabeth Rice, who was born in Lycoming county, Pa., 
July 28, 1834, a daughter of William and Nancy Rice.  She lost her parents in infancy.  To Mr. and 
Mrs. Passmore five children have been born, namely:  William; Allen, who is deceased; Viola, who is 
the wife of George Bowman, of DuBois, and they have two children - William and Lizzie; George 
McClelland (McClellan), who married Matilda Happer (Hepfer), a daughter of Simon Happer 
(Hepfer), and they have four children - Sherman, Berna (Mirna/Myrna), Olive, Helen, and Irwin, who 
married Maude Sankey, lives in California and they have two children.    In politics Mr. Passmore is a 
Democrat and being a man of high standing in his neighborhood, has frequently been elected to 
local offices and has served acceptably as school director, treasurer, assessor and road supervisor. 
  



Children of George C. Passmore and Elizabeth Rice 
 
 
William Passmore, born about 1852, was the eldest son.  He appeared in the following records: 
  
 1860 USFC – 8 years of age – resided in Bell, Clearfield, PA. 
  
 1910 USFC – 58 years of age – resided in Clearfield, Penn, PA; listed as “single.”  Other residents 

include his parents and Sherman Passmore (William’s nephew and son of George McClelland 
Passmore who resided with his family next door). 

 
 1920 USFC – 69 years of age, single, born in Pennsylvania, “lodger” living in Denver, Colorado. 
 
 1925 Obituary for Viola Passmore Bowman listed brothers, Irvin and William, as “living in the 

West.”  William was 74 years of age when Viola died. 
 
  



Children of George C. Passmore and Elizabeth Rice (continued) 
 
Allen Passmore (1854 – 1888) was born about 1854.  He appeared in the following records: 
  

1860 USFC – 6 years of age – resided in Bell, Clearfield, PA. 
 
1880 USFC – 24 years of age – resided in Penn, Clearfield, Pa; occupation – artist. 

  
 1888 Find a Grave – See Below 

Allen Passmore is buried in the Lumber City Cemetery, Penn Township, Clearfield County, 
Pennsylvania.  Other family members buried by him are his mother, Elizabeth Rice Passmore, 
and his niece Lena Bowman (Viola’s daughter), who died when she was 5 months old. 
Note:  There are some McCracken’s buried in this cemetery; George C. Passmore’s mother’s name was McCracken. 

Source:  http://www.pa-roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html  

 

 

 

http://www.pa-roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html


Children of George C. Passmore and Elizabeth Rice (continued) 
 
Viola Passmore Bowman 
 
  



Children of George C. Passmore and Elizabeth Rice (continued) 
 
George McClelland Passmore, b. March 1864, Clearfield Co., Pa.; d. March 10, 1944, Clearfield Co., 
Pa.,  George is buried in Lumber City Cemetery. 
 
 Spouse:  Matilda Susan Hepfer (b. 1869, Guilford Twp., Franklin Co, Pa; d. March 27, 1947 in 

Clearfield County, Pa) 
 
 Surviving Children (at time of Matilda’s obit was published in 1947) 
 

 Sherman E. Passmore, born May 14, 1890, Grampian, Clearfield Co., Pa., died Clearfield 
County, Pa.  Sherman married Georgia K. Warner on June 24, 1914, in Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
Co., Pa.  Georgia was born May 31, 1890, in Curwensville, Clearfield Co., Pa., and died 
November 22, 1989, same location. 

 
  Children 
 

 Sherman Warner Passmore (May 28, 1916, Westmoreland Co., – May 14, 1993, 
Gibsonia, Allegheny Co., Pa.) 

   
An online obituary was located for a “Myrtle C. (Boyle) Passmore” 
(http://obituaries.triblive.com/listing/159661/Myrtle-C-Passmore/) which lists Warner 
Sherman Passmore as her deceased husband and 3 stepdaughters.  Myrtle’s est. YOB is 
1923.  Read below: 
 
Myrtle C. (Boyle) Passmore, 86, of West Deer Township, died Monday, Nov. 30, 2009, at Consulate 
Care of Cheswick. Born July 27, 1923, in Apollo, Survivors include her stepdaughters, Christine and 
Sandra.  Preceded in death by her husband, Warner Sherman Passmore; stepdaughter, Pamela 
Geller.   View obituary online and leave condolences at www.siwicki-yanickofh.com.    

 Jean Passmore (1923 – Unknown) 
 
  Roy Burscti Passmore (born 1891, Clearfield Co., Pa.) 
 
  Cora Burscti Passmore (born 1893, Clearfield Co., Pa.) 
 

Myrna Passmore (born November 4, 1896, Lumber City, Clearfield Co., Pa.; died January 21, 
1940, Tyrone, Blair Co., Pa.)  She married Joseph Edward McNelis on February 28, 1924, St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church, Curwensville, Clearfield Co., Pa.  No children listed in her obituary 
in 1940. 
 
Olive Passmore (1901, Clearfield Co., Pa.; died after 1930)  Olive married Wilbur N. 
Graham on October 13, 1921, Clearfield Co., Pa. According to Wilbur’s obituary in 1960, no 
children were named. 

 
 Helen Passmore (b. 1906, Clearfield Co., Pa.,).  According to documentation, Helen was 

married three times.  Her first marriage was documented in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 
Marriage Records and Indexes, 1810-1973. 

 

http://obituaries.triblive.com/listing/159661/Myrtle-C-Passmore/
http://www.siwicki-yanickofh.com/


Marriage #1 -- At the age of 21, Helen married Ai M Johnston  on May 19, 1924, in Ohio.  
Confirming information:  parents names listed as Geo Passmore and Mildred Hepfer; 
birthplace listed as “Fearfield” (obviously misspelled).         
 

 
   According to her mother’s (Matilda Passmore) obituary dated 1947, she was married to 

Unknown Lanager and resided in Niagra Falls, NY.   
 
  
  
 Additional Desendants as of 1947 
 6 Grandchildren and 3 Great Grandchildren 
 

 
  



 
 



  



 

 

 
 

 

Published June 23, 1915 

 

 

 

 

  



 

NOT SURE IF THIS PERSON IS CONNECTED TO OUR FAMILY 

Passmore, Myrtle C. 86 

West Deer Township 

Myrtle C. (Boyle) Passmore, 86, of West Deer Township, died Monday, Nov. 30, 2009, at Consulate Care of 
Cheswick. Born July 27, 1923, in Apollo, she has lived in West Deer for the past 31 years. Myrtle graduated from 
Etna High School in 1941 and was of Presbyterian Faith. A homemaker, she enjoyed gardening, sewing, cooking 
and reading. Survivors include her daughters, Carol L. (Michael) Szwedko, of O'Hara, Linda S. Peaco, of Ohio, 
Sandra L. Broskey, of Portersville, Paulette A. (Thomas) McCarthy, of New Kensington, and Kimberly J. (Keith) 
Hay, of Clinton Township; her stepdaughters, Christine and Sandra; 15 grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren; and 
a sister, Lois Astorino, of Sharpsburg. Preceded in death by her husband, Warner Sherman Passmore; her parents, 
Irven S. and Freda (Schlottbom) Boyle; her great-granddaughter, Cheyenne Broskey; stepdaughter, Pamela Geller; 
and sisters, Dorothy Lewis, Sarah Mockus, Violet Pfirmann and Grace Kitchen. Family wishes to invite friends to a 
time of remembrance at 10 a.m. Saturday in the SIWICKI-YANICKO FUNERAL HOME, 23 McKrell Road, 
Russellton, West Deer Township. Funeral service will be at 11 a.m. Burial will follow in Greenwood Cemetery, 
O'Hara Township. In lieu of flowers contributions may be made to St. Jude's Children's Hospital by calling 800-822-
6344. Mention that the Tribute is for Myrtle Passmore, Tribute account No. 24794438, or by mail to St. Jude's 
Children's Hospital, P.O. Box 1000, Department 142, Memphis TN 38148, and reference Myrtle Passmore Tribute - 
Tribute Account No. 24794438. View obituary online and leave condolences at www.siwicki-yanickofh.com.  

http://obituaries.triblive.com/listing/159661/Myrtle-C-Passmore/ 

 

Myrtle C. (Boyle) Passmore, 86, of West Deer Township, died Monday, Nov. 30, 2009, at Consulate Care of 
Cheswick. Born July 27, 1923, in Apollo, Survivors include her stepdaughters, Christine and Sandra.  Preceded in 
death by her husband, Warner Sherman Passmore; stepdaughter, Pamela Geller.   View obituary online and leave 
condolences at www.siwicki-yanickofh.com.  

  

http://www.siwicki-yanickofh.com/
http://www.siwicki-yanickofh.com/


1910 – USFC listed Ari M. Johston single, living with his parents, John and Della, brother Erl, age 15 
and a farmhand, sister, Clair, age 14, and Margaret, age 4, in Greenwood Township, Clearfield Co., 
Pennsylvania.   

1920 – USFC listed Ari M. Johnston, single, living with his parents, John and Della, and sister, 
Margaret, age 14, in Greenwood Township, Clearfield Co., Pennsylvania.  Ari’s occupation was listed 
as a coal miner. 

1921 - In the Bell Family Tree, Ari M. Johnston (the “M” seems to stand for Moore, which is his 
father’s middle name) married Tallie Dehaven, June 8, 1921, Akron Ohio.  His birthdate was listed as 
December 25, 1897,  

1924 - Marriage License for Helen Passmore and Ai M. Johnston – May 1924 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1925 
– 
Bell 

Family Tree lists Ari M. Johnston’s date of death as August 8, 1925.  He is buried in the Lumber City 
Cemetery, Penn Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania inbetween his parents names, Della 
Johnston (1872-1925) and John M. Johnston (1863-1949).   Source:  http://www.pa-
roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html 

1930 – (Census date April 1930) Census record has Lee and Helen Doris Bell, along with their daughter, Barbara, four months old, living in Akron, 
Summit, Ohio, on Dresdan Avenue.  Birthyear matches for Helen, however, her birth location is listed as Arkansas, not Clearfield, Pa.  Lee’s approx. 
birthyear is 1905, birth location is Ohio.  The Ohio Death Index confirms that Helen D. Bell was born in Arkansas.   Helen’s maiden name was 
Yearwood – Source:  Summit County, Ohio, Marriage Records, 1840-1980 for Lee Allen Bell. 

1940 – (January 22, 1940, Obit Date)  Mirna Passmore McNelis listed Helen as Mrs. Lee Bell of 
Curwensville, Pennsylvania. 

1940  - (Census date April 1940) Located Fed. Census for Lee & Helen Bell, ages 38 and 35, in 
Clearfield, Pike Township, Pa., with their children, Barbara, age 12 (born about 1928) and Lee, Jr., 
age 10 (both 1930).  Lee worked in a Brick Plant (see 1929 Clearfield Progress articles). 

1947 – In Matilda Hepfer Passmore’s obituary, Helen was listed as “Mrs. Helen Lanager of Niagra 
Falls, NY.” 

http://www.pa-roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html
http://www.pa-roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html


 

 

Clearfield Progress, Nov. 18, 1929       Clearfield Progress, Dec. 9, 1929  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

Guests Include Jack Johnson and Lee Bell of Clearfield 

The only family reference to the name Johnson is Helen’s first husband, could Jack be Ai M. Johnson 
and Helen Passmore’s son? 

 

  



Children of George C. Passmore and Elizabeth Rice (continued) 
 
Irvin Pasmore 
 
Maud Passmore Timeline 
1902, 1903, 1904 – City Directory, San Jose, California – Maud Passmore; teacher 
1910 USFC – Maud Passmore living with sons, Waldo and Lyman. 
1910, 1911, 1912 – Eureka, California City Directory – Maud Passmore; “teacher”. 
1916 – Chico City Directory – Irvin (HS Principal)_and Edith Passmore. 
1920 – Irvin married to Edith Elder, documented in Federal Census. 
 
 

 

Pennsylvania native born in 1868.  Stanford graduate and high school math and science 
teacher; taught at Fortuna High school from 1910-1913.  Had two sons with her husband 
Irving (correct name: Irvin) Passmore, also a teacher.  According to Fortuna cemetery 
records, she was divorced, but no further information on this has thus far been found.  Maud 
Passmore committed suicide by hanging, while staying at her sister’s house in Eureka in 
March 1914, at around age 47. 



  



Descendants of Elizabeth Rice Passmore and George C. Passmore 

In regards to Allen Passmore, his year of death is 1888, not 1911.   See sites listed below: 

Source:  http://www.pa-roots.com/clearfield/townships/penn/lumbercity.html  

http://files.usgwarchives.net/pa/clearfield/bios/passmore-george-c.txt 
 

In regards to the death locations of John George Bowman and Viola Passmore Bowman, they died in 
Mayville, New York, while they lived with their daughter, Elizabeth.  Their obituaries were found in 

the DuBois Courier.  George’s publication date was May 24, 1922; Viola’s was March 23, 1925).   

 

 

 

 

  



  



 

 

  



Also located the burial information for Sherman Warner Passmore (Sherman’s son).  Couldn’t find anything 
on Jean.  Going back to Matilda’s obit, there were 6 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren (without names) 
mentioned. 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

Mirna’s obituary is dated January 22, 1940. 

 

 

 

Matilda Passmore’s obituary appeared in the Clearfield Progress, Friday, March 28, 1947. 

Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Marriage Records and Indexes, 1810-1973. 
 

 

 

 

  



George McClellan Passmore 

 Sherman Passmore + Georgia 

  Warner Passmore (born abt. 1916) 

 

  

  



Irvin Passmore (1869 -  ) 

 1890 – Married Maude Sankey  
 1894 -  Waldo born 1894. 
 1895 – Lyman born 1895. 
 After 1895 – Irvin and Maud divorced; Maud committed suicide in 1915. 
 1907 – Irvin was a teacher in Eureka, California. 
 1910 – Resided in Petaluma, Sonoma, California; was single and a “roomer.” 
 1915 – Irvin married Edith Elder. 
 1930 – Irvin appears on the Federal Census in 1930. 
 1940 – Edith E. Passmore is listed as a widow in 1940. 
  

  Spouse:  Maude Sankey (1866 – March 3, 1915) 

  Waldo Orrin Passmore, born March 4, 1894, Reidsburg, Clarion, Pa.; died May 11, 1975, 
Port Ludlow, Jefferson County, Washington.  He married Jennie Gray Templeton (1888 – 
1968).  

   Children:   

  Mary Passmore (August 29, 1923 – August 20, 1977 in Richland County, Washington).   
Mary married Charles Caldwell on December 4, 1941.  Charles died prior to 2004 (as 
stated in Ella Mae’s obituary).    

  Robert I. Passmore (March 9, 1926 – Dec 9, 2002, Olympia, Thurston, Washington).  He 
married Gay Chloe White (1924 – 1997). 

  Robert O. Passmore born August 16, 1948, married Janet Charlene Bardsley on 
December 17, 1971.  They lived in Mill Creek in 2004 (taken from Ella Mae’s 
obituary). 

  Lynn A. Passmore, born abt. 1972, married Arthur William Phillips.  Lived in Crocket 
in 2004.  Married April 14, 1973, in San Diego. 

   Patrick B. Passmore born February 4, 1955, lived in Tumwater in 2004. 

  Ella Mae Passmore (September 13, 1929, Port Townsend, Washington – May 11, 2004, 
Whidbey Island Manor, oak Harbor, Washington State.) 

  Lyman Passmore, born April 6, 1895 in Pennsylvania, died November 17, 1950, Pensacola, 
Florida.  He married Doris B. Morley, b. Sept. 9, 1896, Colfax, Washington.  He is listed on 
some family trees as a half-brother to Waldo but Lyman’s F-A-G information indicates that 
his mother, Maud and Irvin Passmore, are the parents of two children. 

  Lyman joined the US Marine Corp.  He and Doris adopted a young boy, Peter, born in Illinois.  
In 1935, the family lived in Virginia, in 1940, Pensacola Escambia, Florida. 



   

 

Ella May Passmore – Obituary 

Source:  http://search.ancestry.com/oldsearch/obit/view.aspx?db=web-obituary&kw=Passmore+Gay&pid=4053482&url=http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll%3Frank%3d1%26new%3d1%26MSAV%3d1%26msT%3d1%26gss%3dangs-
i%26gsfn%3dGay%26gsln%3dPassmore%26msbdy%3d1924%26msrpn__ftp%3dKittitas%252c%2bWashington%252c%2bUSA%26msrpn%3d1618%26msrpn_PInfo%3d7-
%257c0%257c1652393%257c0%257c2%257c3248%257c50%257c0%257c1618%257c0%257c0%257c%26msydy%3d1947%26msypn__ftp%3dKittitas%252c%2bWashington%25
2c%2bUSA%26msypn%3d1618%26msypn_PInfo%3d7-
%257c0%257c1652393%257c0%257c2%257c3248%257c50%257c0%257c1618%257c0%257c0%257c%26cpxt%3d0%26uidh%3duw6%26cp%3d0%26mssng0%3dRobert%26ms
sns0%3dPassmore%26db%3dweb-obituary   

  

 
Passmore, Ella May Tuesday, 11 May 2004  Whidbey News Times Whidbey WA 

 

Ella Mae Passmore, 74, died May 11, 2004 at Whidbey Island Manor, Oak Harbor. She was born Sept. 13, 1929, in Port Townsend to Waldo 
and Jennie (Templeton) Passmore.  
Ella Mae spent the first 40 years of her life in Port Ludlow. She moved to Richland for a time and then on to Sedro-Woolley. For the past 25 
years, she has been a resident of Whidbey Island Manor.  
Ella Mae loved watching television, playing Chinese checkers, bead work and stitchery. She also loved to collect Snow White memorabilia.  
Ella Mae is survived by nieces and nephews: Bob O. Passmore and wife Janet, Mill Creek; Lynn A. Phillips and husband Bill of Crockett, and 
Pat B. Passmore of Tumwater. Two brothers, Dale "Ike" Hamblen of Ellensburg, Cyrus "Si" Hamblen of Mattawa, and Norene Workman of 
Richland, and one sister-in-law, Mabel Caldwell of Oak Harbor survive her. She was preceded in death by one brother Robert "Bob" 
Passmore and one brother-in-law, Charles Caldwell.  
No formal funeral services were conducted. Cremation was held with private family inurnment to follow at a later date. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Burley Funeral Chapel, Oak Harbor.  
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http://fl.findacase.com/research/wfrmDocViewer.aspx/xq/fac.19530227_0040267.FL.htm/qx 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=YO&GSpartial=1&GSbyrel=all&GSst=3&GScntry=4&GSsr=4281&GRid=4261
6486&  

http://fl.findacase.com/research/wfrmDocViewer.aspx/xq/fac.19530227_0040267.FL.htm/qx


 

California, Marriage Index, 1960-1985 for Lynn A Passmore 

 

 

  



Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Marriage Records and Indexes, 1810-1973  
about Helen Passmore  
  
Name: 
Helen Passmore  
  
Marriage Date: 
19 May 1924  
  
Form Type: 
Marriage  
  
Age: 
21  
  
Gender: 
Female  
  
Birth Year: 
abt 1903  
  
Birth Place: 
Fearfield PA (s/b Clearfield PA) 
  
Father's Name: 
Geo Passmore  
  
Mother's Name: 
Matilda Hepfer  
  
Spouse's Name: 
Ai M Johnston  
  
Spouse's Age: 
26  
  
Spouse's Birth Year: 
abt 1898  
  
Spouse Father's Name: 
Geo Passmore (this is not correct) 
  
Spouse Mother's Name: 
Della Kinney  
  



  



 

 

  

 


